DoE and the IAS Project Provides Tablets for Government Departments to Improve Invasive Alien Species Monitoring
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
From: Department of Environment, Ministry of Health, Wellness, and the Environment
 
The Department of Environment and the IAS Project Provides Tablets for Government Departments to Improve Invasive Alien Species Monitoring
 
ST. JOHN’S, Antigua, June 15, 2021
On June 7, 2021, the Department of Environment (DoE) through the “Preventing COSTS of Invasive Alien Species (IAS) in Barbados and the OECS Countries” Project otherwise known as the IAS Project, distributed tablets to a number of local government agencies in an effort to build capacity to collect data on species and habitat mapping of invasive alien species (IAS) at ports of entry in Antigua and Barbuda. This project is a regional project focusing on IAS which poses a problem economically and environmentally across the Caribbean. The project seeks to reduce the pathways of invasion and enhance the biosecurity of the region on a whole, and Barbados and Organisation of the Eastern Caribbean States  (OECS) countries specifically, including Antigua and Barbuda. 
The government agencies that received these tablets included the Customs and Excise Division, the Fisheries Division, the Plant Protection Unit, the Veterinary & Livestock Division the Central Board of Health, and the Forestry Division. 
 The IAS Project is being implemented by the Antigua and Barbuda Department of Environment in partnership with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and The Global Environment Facility (GEF), through funding from the Centre for Agriculture and Bioscience International (CABI).  
For more information, please contact the Department of Environment at 462-4625. Mr. Joseph Prosper via email at jpsonaya@gmail.com:  Helena Jeffrey- Brown via email at Helena.JefferyBrown@ab.gov.ag: or Mr. Daryl George via email at Daryl.George@ab.gov.ag.
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