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How special it is then for such a small island as Saint Lucia to boast such an enigmatic, 
natural icon, in the form of its largest native terrestrial animal, the Saint Lucian iguana. 
A fact historically recognised by the Amerindians who gave the island the name ‘Iyanola’, 
meaning ‘land of the iguana’. That historically the island should be so synonymous with 
the iguana is unfortunately not as apparent today, considering the reduced population 
and current conservation status of the animal on the island: many Saint Lucians have 
nenever seen the animal their island was named after in its natural habitat. However, it is 
because of this cultural significance that the Saint Lucia iguana is the perfect flagship 
species for driving the conservation of their habitat, the island’s endangered dry forests, 
which have their own rich biodiversity rivalling that of the rain forests. The successful 
conservation of the Saint Lucia iguana is therefore significantly far more reaching than 
the preservation of a single species, but can be seen as an indicator of the sustainability 
of the island’s unique natural history and culture.

Due to their low numbers and restricted geogDue to their low numbers and restricted geographic area, the Saint Lucia iguana is 
considered as being critically endangered, meaning “at extremely high risk of extinction 
in the wild.” Now restricted to an area in the North East of the island, threats such as 
habitat loss, introduced predators (cats, dogs, rats, mongoose), introduced competitors, 
and loss of genetic integrity, have made survival of Saint Lucia iguana a primary 
conservation concern for the Saint Lucia Forestry Department (SLFD) of the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Lands, Forestry and Fisheries (MALFF) who have formed a partnership with 
UUK-based Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust (Durrell) to work on the recovery of this 
unique population.






