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in Small Island Developing States (SIDs) many build-
ing materials are imported from overseas and St
Lucia is no exception. What many people don't realise
is that there is a high risk of exposure to invasive alien
species (IAS) that may be introduced into St. Lucia

Large scale projects like the construction of maritime
canais have caused the migration of fish from one
ocean to another, endangering many Io
demic species. But not onI/ marine <pe t

along these manmade pathways. During the lat
1960°s an exotic grass, Saccharum spontaneum, wWas
introduced to'the Panarra Region. Ships that earried
construction equipment for.the U.S. military along the

Panama Canal had spread the grass a‘ong the canal
banks. The fast-growing grass is useless to farmers
and wildlife; it burns easily and has evolved into an

uncontrollable problem

A'broad range of plants, insects and reptil ve
s "athogens (disease causing agents) have lrave
hitchhikers to new tefritories on imported construc-
terials, such as sand and lumber, as weill as on
avy duty equipment

0 the Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry
F \sr*enn, (MALFF) returned a consignment of
r that arrived from Honduras, Central America
h it did not pose a risk to plant or human
ber was infested with minute bro
Lathridiidae)

Native to the Bahamas, Cuba and Little Cayman the
Cuban Brown Anole (Anolis sagrei) is assumed to
have arrived in Saint Lucia and Grenada on construc-
tion lumber shipped in from Florida, where the lizard is
exotic, but common. A way to reduce the risk of im-
porting stowaways that colonize the bark or the por-
tion of wood immediately below the bark is by the re-
moval of bark from round
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- Anolis sagrei has hltched a ride into Saint Lucia on construction mate-

rials. It is now competing with our indigenous Anolis luciae. (Photo:
(Photo Nate Wood Durrell Wlldhfe Conservatuon Trustl
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An unidentified sandfly species (Ceratopogonidae)
which is much smaller than those commonly known from
Saint Lucia, became a major nuisance in several parts of
the island in recent years. Suspicions are that the new
sandfly was accidentally imported from Guyana or Trini-

e Saint Lucia procures much of its construction
vith heat and insecti-
ut is often not done

atment of the sand

In Saint Lucia, heavy duty equipment that was previously
nvolved in earthwork is often leased from abroad While
the import of soil is strictly regulated, soiled machines
which may be contaminated with weed seeds, insects
and microorganisms, do not receive comparable quaran-
tine checks. when it should be common sense that im-
ported, used heavy duty equipment must be cleaned of
visible dirt, to avoid unwanted hitchhiker seeds

Three exotic grass species, originally from the United
States and some of the northern islands in the Carib
bean. were introduced to the vicinity of the Le Paradis
hotel complex development site, presumably along this
pathway. The same species are found on a disturbed
site obliquely across the East Coast Road, to which
movement during excavation took place. Saint L

now inspecting all arriving heavy duty machinery

does not permit entry unless it is found to be fr
soil and plant material

As many invasive plants are pioneering
rapidly colonize areas of non-v

soil, construction sites provice s

their spread. Itis 'hnrc‘f'r econ
cavated areas with ,lr; .

as possible after distu

North American grasses established in Saint Lucia in the
vicinity of a major hotel development may have been im-
ported on used heavy-duty machinery (Photos: Nate
Wood, Roger Graveson, www. saintlucianplants.com)
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Let's all do our best to pre-
vent the ent f Invasive
Alien ecies into our beau-

tif




	001
	002

